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Rrsotlvzo, 


THAT the Thanks of this Society be given to the Rev. Mr. 
James Somerville for his excellent Sermon, preached at their deſire; 
and that he be requeſted to furniſh the Society with the Manuſcript, 
with permiſſion to print it. 
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THE FOLLOWING SERMON 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


HIS LORDSHIP'S 


MOST OBEDIENT, AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR: 


A 


Prov. xxiv. 30, 31. 


I went by the field of the flothful, and by the 
vineyard of the man void of underflanding ; 
and lo, it was all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
the flone 1wall thereof was broken down. 


Yov R furpriſe, I doubt not, is already raiſ- 
ed, and you are probably ſaying within 
yourſelves, to what purpoſe are theſe words 
read as the ſubje& of a ſermon ? What re- 
lation can they have to us? and where then 
is the uſe of them? We have no vineyard 
to cultivate, no field grown over with weeds, 

nor any incloſure whoſe wall is broken down. 
Our gardens and incloſures are in perfect or- 
der; and with reſpect to any other of the 
objects of our attention, it is not likely we 
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can be much blamed for negligence in the 
management of them, as they employ our 
chief concern, from the firſt dawn of day, 
till the lateſt hours of night. | 

But not ſo faſt in precluding the uſeful- 
neſs of the words of our text ; for, taking 
them as a pointed reproof of the negligent 
and immoral head of a family, for which 
they were doubtleſs intended by the inſpired 
writer, they will ſoon be found to contain 
what much more concerns many of you than 
you are aware. 

In ruminating on the cauſes of that folly 
and irreligion which prevails ſo much, and 
on thele rank weeds of ignorance, licen- 
tiouſneſs, and moral diſorder which ſpring up 
ſo univerſally, to the great diſturbance of 
ſociety, and the unhappineſs of the church 
of Chriſt, one thing which moſt readily 
ſtrikes an attentive obſerver, is the deplo- 
rable negligence of maſters and heads of fa- 
miles, in cultivating that field which is more 
immediately placed under their inſpection 
and care. They have every one of them a 
vineyard, the little nurſeries of the .church 
and ſtate, in which there are plants the moſt 
difficult to be reared, or trees of fuller growth, 
which require continual bending, correcting, 
and pruning, that they may bring forth fruit. 
Such a vineyard hath the great Lord of hea- 
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ven and earth committed to the care of eve- 
ry one who is raiſed to be the head of a fa- 
mily ; and it is at their peril if they do not 
cultivate, ſupport, protect, and cheriſh every 
plant, that it may grow up to the beſt pur- 
poſe, and the moſt general uſefulneſs, If 
they are neglected, it is obvious that they 
muſt become wild, luxuriant, ſtubborn, in- 
capable of being bent, or of bearing fruit, 
cumberers of the vineyard, and pernicious, 
into whatever field they may be en. 
ed. 


Permit me, then, from theſe words of the 
inſpired writer, to ſet before you the fatal 
conſequences of irreligious floth and negli- 
gence in thoſe whom Providence hath raiſed 
to be the heads of families, 


Having done this, I ſhall, in the /econd 
place, expoſe the futility of ſuch apologies 
as are uſually made for ſuch negligence, and 
then conclude the whole with {ome i improve- 
ment. 


Fir, I am to ſet before you ſome of the 
fatal conſequences of irreligious floth and 
negligence in thoſe whom Providence hath 


raiſed to be the heads of families. 
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It was before obſerved, that families are 
the nurſeries of the church and of the ſtate ; 
and it is from them that every department 
in life is filled up. Here it is, that every 
child receives its firſt ideas and ſentiments 
its firſt notions of right and wrong ; its firſt 
impreſſions, whether religious or irreligious z 
and its firſt ſenſe of duty and obligation. 
It is obſervable too, that as children are, 
from their earlieſt days, endowed with the 
capacity of imitation, they acquire many of 
their firſt notions from example, even be- 
fore they are capable of verbal inſtruction. 
Beſides, as early impreſſions are generally 
the deepeſt, it often happens that the tem- 
per and diſpoſitions which adhere to them 
through life, are in ſome meaſure formed be- 
fore it is thought neceſſary to pay much at- 
tention to their education. It muſt alſo be 
noticed, that as the members of a family, 
eſpecially children, are connected with the 
head of it, by the ſtrongeſt ties of nature, 
of dependence and authority, every thing 
that ſuch a perſon either does or ſays, muſt 
have the moſt conſiderable influence ; at 
leaſt, it muſt have a much ſtronger influence 
than from any other perſon whatever. 

From ſuch general obſervations, it is eaſy 
to ſee, that as the very greateſt advantages 
muſt neceſſarily” reſult, from the religious 
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care and attention of parents and heads 
of families, towards their children and de- 
pendants; ſo the moſt ſingular diſadvan- 
tages cannot fail to flow from their floth 
and negligence. _ 

However, that we may obtain a juſter 
and more- extenſive view of thoſe evils or 
diſadvantages, we muſt conſider who the 
ſlothful man is, and give you a ſhort ſketch 
of his charaQter and conduct. 

And, in the i place, let it be obſerved, 
that as it is the moral ſluggard whom the 
inſpired writer had chiefly in his eye, ſo the 
fothful man here is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
the man who is negligent and fſlothful in 
his daily buſineſs. No; in this he is often 
ſo much engaged, fo active and diligent, that 
his perpetual hurry in this way, is one of the 
greateſt cauſes of that ſloth and negligence, 
which we mean to reprehend. Being himſelf 
deſtitute of the knowledge and true love of 
God, and of every active principle of good- 
neſs, he ſhews his children and ſervants, by all 
his purſi:its, that this world is all for which 
they need to care. By the whole of his 
conduct he teaches them, that they are made 
ſolely for him and for his pleafure ; and 
provided they are attentive to his intereſt 
alone, in oppoſition to the intereſt of every 
other perſon, he is pleaſed, and ſmiles upon 


them 


( 6 ) 


them with his favour. Never is he diſplea- 
ſed at them, nor reproves them, unleſs when 
they are petulant and froward to himſelf ; 
or when they ſeem to be profuſe and extra- 
vagant at his expence. Thus does he excite 
and ſtrengthen every mean and ſordid paſ- 
fion in their breaſts; and it is not ſeldom 
that he cajoles their pride and vanity, or 
their contempt and diſreſpect for all others, 
provided it ſerves in the leaſt to gratify 
his own humour, or promote his own in- 
tereſt, | 

So far, therefore, he may be ſaid to be 
active in his family; but ſuch activity, you 
can eaſily ſee to be all on the wrong ide ; 
and, compared with it, even flothfulneſs it- 
ſelf would be a kind of negative virtue. 
For what is this, but cheriſhing the very 
weeds in his vineyard, and helping forward 
their pernicious luxuriancy, to the entire 
ſuppreſſion of every noble and generous 
plant; and this is all he does. In every thing 
elſe he is ſlothful and negligent to the ut- 
moſt. He obſerves not the tendencies of 
corruption. He pays no attention to the 
ſinful and unruly paſſions which ſpring ear- 
ly in the little thoughtleſs heart; nor does 
he curb them with a prudent and a ſteady 
hand. As little does he mark the operation 
ef the good and generous affections, or 


ſtrive 
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ſtrive to cheriſh and increaſe their ſtrength. 
In all theſe things, which are of the great- 
eſt conſequence, he is totally negligent. 
The important ſeaſons of moral culture, 
though preſcribed, and ſtamped with divine 
authority, he either whines away in uſeleſs 
languor, or diſſipates in the idle ſaunter and 
giddy rotine of thoughtleſs and faſhionable 
life. Even at theſe ſeaſons he is moſt apt 
to ſtray from his family, and leave them de- 
fenceleſs, and deſerted as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd. Never does he call them into 
his preſence, that, with all the authority of 
a parent, and the dignity of a reſpectable 
benefactor, he may addreſs them as becomes 
him. Never does he ſpeak to them with 
that tender and affectionate concern which 
is molt ſuitable, and which ſeldom fails to 
have the greateſt effect. Never does he ſay 
to them, © My children and ſervants, you 
© have a Father and Maſter in heaven, who 
made, preſerves, and upholds you; who 
ſees all your conduct, and knows your very 
hearts; who is offended, and will puniſh 
* you, if you do wrong; but who loves, 
bleſſes, and proſpers all who ſerve him. 
It is he who has made me your parent and 
maſter upon earth; and I ſhould not be 
your friend, neither could I anſwer to that 
* God to whom I am accountable, if I did 

not 
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* not frequently adviſe, admoniſh, and be- 
ſeech you to know, love, and ſerve him: If 
I did not tell you, that you are by nature 
the children of wrath ; that the ſeeds of 
corruption lodge deep in your hearts, and 
are ever ready to ſpring up into criminal 
and ſinful action; that you are weak, help- 

leſs, and guilty creatures, unable to guide, 
protect, or ſave yourſelves; and that you 
muſt live in ſin and die in miſery, unleſs 
you acquieſce in him whom God hath ſet 
forthto be the Saviour of loſt ſinners: That 
it is in him alone you can have wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, and ſtrength; and if you re- 
ceive him, he will make you wile, and 
good, and happy; uſeful in this world, 
< and bleſſed through eternity.“ Never does 
he bow the knee with them in the preſence of 
Jehovah, nor teach 'them to feel the noble 
and animating pleaſures of devotion ; or en- 
Join upon them a careful and regular attend- 
ance on the ordinances of God. 

As little does he ever call them before 
him, to teach them the duties which they 
owe to one another, and to ſociety : To ſhew 
them that they are members of the great 
community of mankind : that they ought, 
therefore, to love all mankind as their bre- 
thren and and fellow-ſervants ; to rejoice 
in the — and happineſs of their 

neighbours ; 
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neighbours; to envy no man, nor enter- 
tain malice or reſentment againſt any crea- 


ture: that they ought to be ſober and 


temperate, juſt and merciful, faithful to 
their truſt, diligent in buſineſs, regardful of 
. truth, and in all things zealous to do to 
others as they themſelves would with to have 
done to them. Never does he ſuggeſt to 
them the approach of death and judgment ; 
nor inculcate that ſuch a train of conduct 
will better promote their peace and comfort, 
than all the power, or wealth, or pleaſure of 
the world. FW; 

He ſpeaks not to his family in this man- 
ner, though it would occupy but a very 
ſmall portion of time to do it, in the moſt 
effectual manner; and would contribute 
more to ſecure his influence and authority, 
and to promote every valuable purpoſe, than 
any other means he could poſhbly employ. 
Inſtead of this, he diſlikes all ſuch kind of 
employment, conſiders it as irkſome and 
diſagreeable to the utmoſt, and would ſeem 
to be careful that he may not intermeddle 
with it. . 

We ſhall allow that he permits his chil- 
dren and ſervants to be inſtructed by others, 
becauſe this gives him little or no trouble; 
and we ſhall ſuppoſe that theſe inſtructors 
are attentive and diligent in teaching them 

their 
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their duty both to God and man. But no 
ſooner do they return under his inſpection, 
than they ſee that he not only has no 
concern about thefe things; but that he 
really deſpiſes them, and ſets them at 
nought. Hence they conclude that all their 
teachers ſaid to them was vain, the mere 
reſult of office, and of no avail to their beſt 
intereſts, What! ſay they, could ſtrangers 
have more concern for our happineſs. than 
one with whom we are ſo immediately con- 
nected. It is impoſſible ; and by and by 
every, good impreſſion is allowed to be era- 
ſed. Thus the branches in the vineyard 
of the ſlothful and irreligious man, which, 
by means of foreign aid, were a little bent 
and trained to fruitfulneſs, return imme- 
diately to their former ſtiffneſs and confu- 
ſion; and through the fatal negligence of 
him who has it moſt in his power to culti- 
vate and improve them, become more ſtub- 
born, wild, and irregular, and more inca- 
pable either of being managed, or of bring- 
ing forth fruit, 

Such is the conduct of the ſlothful and 
ungodly man with reſpect to that vineyard 
over which God hath placed him; and 
we ſhall ſoon ſee what fatal and unhappy 
conſequences reſult from this negligence. 


4 went, 


„ 


J went, ſays Solomon, by the field of the 
flothful, and by the vineyard of the man void 
of underflanding : and lo, it was all grown 
over with thorns; and nettles had covered 


the face thereof ; and the flone wall thereof 


was broken down, What a diſagreeable 
picture ! How unpleaſant the very face of 
this vineyard ! Here an object, naturally 
beautiful, diſguſts the eye of the behold- 


er, having become ugly and deformed, 


through the ſlothful inattention of its poſſeſ- 
for. Inſtead of order, beauty and arrange- 
ment, there is nothing but wildneſs and 
confuſion. Inſtead cf the nicely pruned 
and well ſupported vine, all its branches 
hang in miſerable diſarray, breaking one 
another, or preventing one another's growth. 
Inſtead of the ſtrong and healthy plant 
ſpringing up in this vineyard, unfolding its 
maſly foliage, or its richer fruit to the ge- 
nial heat of the ſun, every one of them is 
dwarfed for want of juice or air, or chocked 
with the noxious weeds which cling around 
them, and prevent their fruitfulneſs. Nei- 
ther is there any wall about this vineyard ; 
ſo that it lies expoſed to the inroad of every 
paſſenger, or the ftill more deſtructive ra- 
vages of every beaſt of the field. But ir- 
regular, confuſed, unſightly and difagree- 
able as this vineyard is, it is but a faint re- 

B 2 preſentation 
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preſentation of the more diſorderly and 
wretched moral vineyard or family of the 
ſlothful and irreligious man. 
His children and ſervants, growing up ne- 
glected, without culture, inſtruction, or re- 
ſtraint, are either benumbed with the ſtu- 
pidity of ignorance, or put forth their inter- 
nal corruption in all its energy and ſtrength. 
Being entirely deſtitute of rule, manage- 
ment or controul, they abſorb every wrong 
ſentiment with their earlieft ſenſe, and are 
more and more corrupted with every breath 
they draw. Through the confuſed and ir- 
regulated intercourſe which they neceſſarily 
have with one another, the very worſt paſ- 
ſions are excited, and ſoon begin to ſhew 
themſelves. Here ſprings up a motley mix- 
ture of ſelfiſhneſs, vanity, pride, with their 
uſual concomitants, hatred, ſtrife, contention, 
brawling, diſdain, quarrel, falſehood, in- 
juſtice, riot, intemperance and every evil. 
There is no order, calmneſs, moderation or 
ſelf- command among the members of this 
family. All is noiſe, clamour, impetuoſity 
and diſobedience. Dreadful, what a ſpec- 
tacle! God is not known; authority is 
deſpiſed ; and every motive to goodneſs ſet 
at nought, chiefly becauſe unfelt or unper- 
ceived, The unhappy man who has ſuffer- 
ed things to go ſo far wrong by his negli- 
X | gence, 
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gence, however devoid of ſenſibility, be- 
gins at length, in all probability, to feel the 
{mart of ſuch horrid uproar and confuſion ; 
but not knowing what to do, or where to 
begin the work of reformation, he ſhrinks 
from the attempt, and peeviſhly ſuffers e- 
normity to go to its utmoſt excels. | 
Should the powerful hand of friendſhip 
or of goodneſs ſtretch forth its aid, while 
things are in this progreſs, to ſtem the tor- 
rent of miſrule in the family of the ungod- 
ly man; ſhould the pious miniſter, or the 
generous friend attempt to recover this vine- 
yard to order and regularity, to ſuggeſt the 
pious thought, to pour the freſh inſtruction 
over the mind, or teach them the fear of 
the Lord, it is eaſy to ſee that all ſuch at- 
tempts are precluded. The ſoil is pre-occu- 
pied. There is no room left on which to 
begin the work. It is even probable that 
ſuch efforts, however wiſely made, would 
meet only with the ſtare of ignorance, the 
ſneer of impiety, or the inſulting oppoſition 
of determined vice. Or ſuppoling they 
ſucceed, and gain a little ground, on. which 
to plant the uſeful thought, or fix the holy 
Principle; yet theſe have ſcarcely taken 
root and fprung up a little, when they are 
allowed to die for want of cultivation ; and 
the whole, through the negligence of the 
| | ſlothful 
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ſlothful man, ſoon relapſes into its former 
fate. Here then you have a more deplo- 
rable picture than the moſt neglected field 
or vineyard can preſent to the eye. You 
have a few plants of immortal origin, ca- 
pable of the richeſt growth, and producing 
the faireſt fruit, placed under the care of 
one, who is bound by all the ties of nature, 
and ſtill more by thoſe of humanity and re- 
ligion, to cultivate, cheriſh and defend them. 
He neglects his work; and, inſtead of the 
lovely bloſſoms of goodneſs, there is no- 
thing but barrenneſs and weeds. Inſtead of 
the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, ſpring 
up only the apples of Sodom. Inſtead of 
affection and obedience to himſelf, he is 
deſervedly repayed with inſolence, neglect 
and contempt. Inſtead of order, peace and 
harmony among themſelves, all is diſquiet, 
confuſion and miſchief. Continual enormi- - 
ty dwells in the houſe of the careleſs and 
ungodly man, Every member in it tears 
and devours another. Ignorance directs all 
their operations. Inſenſibility lodges in their 
hearts. They have no knowledge of the 
duties which they owe either to God or 
man, nor any inclination to practiſe them. 
Beſides, as there is no rule in this houſe, 
nor any wall or defence maintained about 
this vineyard, they are not only expoſed 2 
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the inroads of thoſe ſtrangers which chiefly 
increaſe their confuſion, but never fail to 
ſaunter abroad into the ſociety of ſuch as 
render them ſtill more corrupt, irregular and 
depraved. | 

Such, therefore, is the field of the ſloth- 
ful and ungodly man; ſuch the vineyard 
or family unhappily ,placed under his in- 
ſpection and care. All his children and ſer- 
vants, like the trees in the garden of the 
ſluggard, are wild, ſtubborn and untracta- 
ble. They are chocked with ignorance. | 
They are over-run with the habits and diſ- 
eaſes of vice. They are of courſe not only 
a nuiſance to one another; but when tranſ- 
planted from this neglected field or vine- 
yard, they are bad fathers and bad mothers ; 
bad huſbands and bad wives; bad maſters 
and bad ſervants ; bad magiſtrates and bad 
citizens. In ſhort, they are good for no- 
thing. They are the ſeed of the ſlothful 
and ungodly, and ſerve little other purpoſe, 
than to perpetuate vice, and ſloth, and im- 
piety, in the world. 

But this is not all; neither ought it here 
to paſs unobſerved, that the largeſt and moſt 
conſpicuous vineyards, namely the vineyards 
of the great and opulent, whole plants are 
uniformly moſt numerous, and have the 
greateſt opportunities of violent and irregu- 
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lar growth, are in a peculiar manner diffu- 
ſive of enormous evils among ſociety. Be- 
ing confeſſedly the moſt neglected, and moſt 
deſtitute of every ſpecies of moral or reli- 
gious culture, they are conſequently the 
moſt unacquainted with theſe great objects 
which overawe, conſtrain and regulate the - 
human mind. Being alſo much habituated 
to idleneſs, levity and intemperance, which 
ſerve to wind the irregular paſſions to the 
utmoſt height, they are poured forth into 
ſociety, a, noxious and peſtiferous brood, 
productive of evils which all the ſtrength of 
law, or the wiſeſt regulations of human 
policy, can neither eradicate nor reſtrain. 
Unaccuſtomed to the exertions of uſeful 
and diligent labour, and unable to live on 
the plain and healthful meal of ſober in- 
duſtry, they muſt either ſtretch forth their 


hand to practiſe the arts of violence and in- 


Juſtice, or fink into all the wretchedneſs of 
ſottiſh and diſponding inactivity ; in either 
of which caſes they become ſo much the 
peſt or the burden of ſociety, as all the ef- 
forts of Chriſtian generoſity will in vain at- 
tempt to remove; while the flothful and 
ungodly, eſpecially among the great and 
wealthy, are ſo numerous, and ſo unmindful 
of the reſpective vineyards which Provi- 
dence has placed under their care, | 

Having 


1 

Having thus pointed out the obvious and 
fatal, conſequence of irreligious ſloth and 
negligence, in thoſe whom Providence hath 
placed at the heads of families; having 
ſhewn that from thence flows ignorance, in- 
ſenſibility, ſtubborneſs, diſorder, negligence 
in buſineſs, unacquaintance with religion, 
a total deſtitution of every holy ſentiment, 
and of courſe, a propentity to every evil 
that can embarraſs, plague or diſtreſs the 
various walks of human life; I now pro- 
ceed, in the ſecond place, to expoſe the fu- 
tility of ſuch apologies as are uſually made 
for this negligence. 

It is ſaid they have not time; they have 
not capacity, or perhaps they are not under 
obligations, to attend to the moral and reli- 
gious cultivation of their families. Theſe 
are the apologies which are uſually made, 
not in a ſet and formal manner; but which 
you can eaſily gather from the ſentiments 
and converſation of thoſe who are moſt cul- 
pable in this matter. 


A 


Fir/t, They will allege that they have 
not time to attend to the moral culture of 
their children and ſervants. But let it be 
aſked of thoſe who make this apology, what 
they would think of the huſbandman, who, 
upon being blamed for allowing his farm 
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to lie waſte, uncultivated, and overgrown 
with weeds, ſhould anſwer that he could 
have no eaſe or leiſure, if he cultivated 
and improved it. Would not ſuch an ex- 
cuſe appear thoroughly ridiculous and unſa- 
tisfactory ? And mult it not be equally fo in 
thoſe who neglect to cultivate and improve 
the principles, temper and moral difpoſi- 
tions of their children and ſervants ? 

But let it be aſked-ftill farther, how ſuch 
perſons purpoſe to employ their time ? Why, 
{ay they, in acquiring a fortune for our chil- 
dren, and in procuring the means of em- 
ploying ſervants. And will they be ſo buſy 
in heaping up wealth for ſupporting or em- 
ploying a few ignorant, immoral, diſorderly 
and undiſciplined creatures, who muſt ne- 


ceſſarily ſpend that wealth with diſgrace to 


themſelves, with miſchief to ſociety, and diſ- 


honour to God ? Is not this as prepoſterous 


as if the huſbandman ſhould employ his 
whole labour in cheriſhing the weeds, and 
increaſing the confuſion of his farm, only 
that it might in time be burnt up and de- 
ſtroyed ? 

Should it be alleged, that they have not 
time, becauſe it is all little enough to ob- 
tain a mere ſubſiſtence for their family. 
This doubtleſs, is giving the apology all its 
weight; but ſtil it is frivolous and abſurd ; 


7 
. 
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for the frugal and induſtrious man will al- 
ways have time ſufficient both to provide 
for his family. and alſo to inſtruct them. 
Indeed, the time requiſite to this important 
purpoſe is not ſo great as the ſlothful and 
negligent would inſinuate. It may be 
done, and generally is beſt done, by the 
uniform tenor of one's conduct. The truly 
wiſe and good man inſtructs his children 
and ſervants in all that he does and fays. 
His ſober, induſtrious and equitable beha- 
viour is a conſtant leſſon to them. His 
mild, pious and charitable converſation diſ- 
tills the moſt uſeful inſtruction into their 
minds. Neither 1s' he long or tedious in 
tendering the neceſſary reproof, the ſalutary 
admonition, or the affectionate advice. The 
parental trown, ſeaſonably directed againſt 
vice and folly, is often ſufficient to check 
the unwary tranſgreſſor. The approving 
ſmile, judiciouſſy beſtowed on the firſt dawn- 
ings of goodneſs, encourages the weak ef- 
fort, and confirms the wavering purpoſe of 
virtue ; and bending the knee at ſtated ſea- 
ſons, amidſt the aſſembled houſehold, to in- 
voke the grace and mercy of Jehovah, ſel- 
dom fails to diffuſe the bleſſed and improv- 

ing ſpirit of devotion over their hearts. 
In a word, there is often much more 
time mu by the ſlothful and irreligious 
G 2 man 
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man in foſtering the vanity, ſelfiſhneſs and 
impiety of thoſe who are under his care, 
than, if properly employed, might contri- 
bute to rear them up to be uſeful members of 
ſociety, and the ornaments of true religion. 
Beſides, we muſt not fail to add here, that 
there are certain ſeaſons of moral im- 
provement, ſtamped with the authority of 
God, which no maſter or head of a famil 
has any right to alienate from that purpoſe ; 
and were theſe ſuitably improved, it is not 
to be ſaid, how much every member of a 
family might be trained up to the love and 
ſervice of the moſt high God. The apo- 
logy of want of time, let it be urged by 


whomſoever it will, is therefore altogether 
frivolous and abſurd. 


In the /econd place, There are others who 
allege as a reaſon why they do not culti- 
vate and improve thoſe whom Providence 
has placed under their care, that they are 
not qualified for ſuch a difficult and import- 
ant work. But why not qualified? It is 
admitted, that if, through negligence, they 

allow evil habits once to be formed in the 
hearts of their children and ſervants; if 
they do not ſtudiouſly and carly root out 
the ſeeds of vice; if they do not attentively 
ſow thoſe of truth and holineſs ; if they 
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permit the noxious weeds of paſſion, to ga- 
ther ſtrength, or lop not off the luxuriant 
branches, the work may ſoon become too 
dithcult, and far exceed all their ſkill and 
power. But if they begin early, and are 
truly diligent, it is impoſſible to ſay how 
far even the weakeſt may ſucceed. Often 
have we known the happieſt progreſs made in 
this work by mere diligence and attention, 
when there was very little appearance either 
of ability or of wiſdom. 

True it 1s, that there are many who ruſh 
into this important ſtation in ſociety, with- 
out knowing any thing of the duties which 
belong to it, and on that account they mult 
be very unfit for diſcharging them. But is 
their ignorance or incapacity to be admitted 
as an apology for their negligence? No. 
We condemn the. man who engages to do 
what he cannot ; and though we may pity 
his folly, we can neither excuſe nor forgive 
his impudence. Beſides, there is no man 
who enjoys the means of grace, but may 
be a.true Chriſtian; and there 1s no true 
Chriſtian, who does not ſtudiouſly command 
his family and houſehold, after him, to keep 
the ways of the Lord. 


In the /aft place, it is alleged by ſome, 
that it is not their buſineſs to inſtruct their 


chil- 
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children and ſervants ; but that it is the buſi- 
neſs and duty of miniſters and teachers, 
Perhaps their indiſcretion is not ſogreat, as 
to urge this apology in fo many words: 
From their conduct, however, it is obvious 
that they mean it; for if they conſidered it 
either as their buſineſs or their duty, it 1s 
ſcarcely poſſibie they could leave it ſo much 
undone. 

But is it not their buſineſs to do the 


greateſt good they can. to thole who are 


neareſt and deareſt to them in life? Is it 
not their duty to do that which, if neglect- 
ed by thent, can ſcarcely be done at all? Is 
it not their duty to do the greateſt ſervice 
to ſociety, and the only great ſervice which 


is moſt immediately in their power? Is it 


not their duty to do that which their very 
name and ſtation equally import? As well 
might the gardener ſay that it is not his 
buſineſs to dreſs and cultivate his garden; 
or the huſbandman that he ſhould take no 
care of his farm, as that the parent or maſ- 


ter of a family ſhould ſay that it is not his 


buſineſs to cultivate the minds of his houſe- 
hold, to check the workings of vice in 
their hearts, or to fix pious purpoſes in 
their ſouls, and to direct them in the path 
of purity and peace. If it is not their buſi- 
neſs to do this, ſurely it is much leſs 
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ſo to do the contrary. Yet if they do not 
the one, they mult neceſſarily do the other. 
There can be no medium. Their very ſi- 
tuation and connection renders it abſolutel 
impoſſible, but that they muſt lead them 
wrong, if they do not make it their ſtudy 
to direct them right. And which of theſe it 
is their buſineſs or their duty to do, cannot 
ſurely admit of any diſpute. 

Should it be ſaid that they oughtto inſtruct 
and counſel their children, but not their ſer- 
vants, it is eaſy to ſee that the diſtinction in 
many caſes cannot take place; andthat the mo- 
ral and religious improvement of children is 
ſcarcely poſſible if that of ſervants is entire- 
ly neglected. If the force of corruption is 
unreſtrained in them, where is the ſecurity 

that it will not ſpread among the other 
members of a family? It is true, that chil- 

dren require particular care, and parents are 
under more immediate obligations to tutor 
well their infant minds. For this many rea- 
ſons might be aſſigned. But, beſides the con- 
ſideration that the religious inſtruction and 
management of ſervants is in moſt caſes indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to the right tuition of chil- 
dren; do maſters owe no immediate duty to 
their ſervants? Is it enough that they merely 
afford them ſupport, and pay their wages? 
Do the laws of humanity require no more? 
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Are they not bound by the authority of the 
God of heaven to love them, and conſult 
their higheſt good; to ſee that they do 
their duty to him that ruleth over all ;. to 
reprove them when they do wrong ; and to 
approve and encourage them when they do 
well ? They are as trees planted for the time 
in the vineyard of their maſter ; and there- 
fore he muſt do his utmoſt that they do not 
degenerate while under his care. If they grew 
worſe through his negligence, or through 
his prevention of the means of their im- 
provement, he muſt doubtleſs anſwer for it 


at the tribunal of God. Would moral huſ- 


bandmen, or parents and maſters of fami- 
lies, conſider this, they would not only find 
it their buſineſs to inſtruct and diſcipline 
thoſe whom Providence hath placed under 
their care ; but we ſhould inſtantly hear 
fewer complaints of the obſtinacy, diſobe- 
dience, and wickedneſs of their children 
and ſervants. It would follow alſo, that the 
various walks of life would be leſs replete 
with folly, indigence, and vice. The floth- 
ful and ungodly maſter or parent ſeldom 
fails to be as ſeverely puniſhed in the petu- 
lance, folly, and conſequent miſery of his 
family, as the careleſs and negligent huſ- 
bandman is, by the weeds, briars, and 


thorns, 
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thorns and ſubſequent unfruitfulneſ of his 
neglected field. 

What then is the moſt i ingenious apology 
that can be deviſed for the neglect of ſuch 
important duty, but the contrivance of fol- 
ly? Never can it be viewed in any other 
light than as a ſingular artifice of irreligion, 


or a pleading for the ignorance, the vice, and 
wretchedneſs of mankind, 


Having thus finiſhed what was propoſed, 
ſuffer me, ye maſters, parents, and heads 

of families, to addreſs you with that ear- 
neſtneſs which the importance of the ſub- 
ject requires. You have every one of you 
a field committed to you by the great Lord 
of the vineyard; a field committed to 
your care by Jeſus Chriſt, the great Head 
of the church ; a field in which there are 
plants of immortal origin, even the ſouls of 
your children, ſervants, and dependants, 
to be nouriſhed up to eternal life. Theſe 
both require and deſerve your utmoſt care. 
Theſe are the riſing hope of our Jeruſalem, 
or the cauſes of its multiplied wo. Theſe 
are the ſeed which may do honour to the 
Redeemer ; theſe are they who may be 
the greateſt bleſſing, or the greateſt curſe to 
your lateſt poſterity. Think, then, how great 
a truſt they are, and what attention is ne- 
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ceſſary to train them for God. How much 
do they merit your concern, your counſel, 
your admonition, your prayers ? What joy 
muſt it give you, ſhould yon be the happy 
inſtruments of their everlaſting good. Have 
you a with for the moſt exalted pleaſure ? 
Surely, next to the profpe4 of your own 
ſalvation, that of ſeeing your children and 
dependants grow up the confolation of your 
aged days, in favour with God and man, 
the ornaments of ſociety, and the means of 
increaſing the church of Chriſt, muſt be 
the greateſt that can be felt by an ingenuous 
mind. To ſee thoſe whom God had given 
you, or connected with you, when you are 
ſtanding on the brink of the grave, ripening 
apace for eternal life, and preparing to fol- 
low you into the kingdom of your Father, 
muſt certainly be a fource of immenſe de- 
light. 

On the other hand, what miſery do they 
treaſure up for themſelves, who through 
their negligence allow. their little ones to 
grow up the peſts of ſociety, or perhaps 
are active in leading them the way to de- 
ſtruction? How cruel and hard hearted to 
ſuffer theſe tender plants, which through 
proper-care might flouriſh, and-bring forth 
abundant fruit, to be trodden under foot, 
or to expire amidſt the rank luxuriancy of 
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vice and folly ?- They can have no comfort 
in life; and dark, doubly dark, muſt be 
the approach of their cloſing days. How 
dreadful muſt be the condition of that man 
whoſe death-bed is ſurrounded with a ſet of 
poor ignorant unbeheving creatures, inca- 
Pable of ſuggeſting the thought of comfort, 
and whom he himſelf hath ds fo through 
his own negligence ? How ſtill more dread- 
ful will his negligence appear, when drag- 
ged through the dark valley, he is forced 
to approach the throne of the Judge. At 
this tribunal a ſentence of condemnation a- 
waits him, which ſhall extend to the re- 
moteſt effects of all that evil his negligence 
has produced. Awful thought! Would to 
God that ſuch conſiderations might be the 
means of rouſing the ſlothful and irreli- 
gious from the ſnpineneſs which is attend- 
ed with ſuch fatal effects. 

There are, we ſay it with regret: There 
are in every corner of the land, eſpecially in 
every great city, ſuch diſtreſſing proofs of 
the inexcuſable careleſſneſs of parents and 
maſters towards their families, as muſt wring 
every tender heart with the heavieſt pain. 
There is ſuch a rank growth of vice in all 
its different branches and modifications; 
ſuch a thick vail of ignorance ſettled on the 
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minds of many, ſolely through the negli- 
gence of thoſe to whoſe charge Providence 
hath committed them, that the cleareſt light 
of inſtruction is precluded ; and feeble is the 
hope of recovering them to the love of 
knowledge, of goodneſs, or of truth. Bleſ- 
ſed, however, are they who make the at- 
tempt. Bleſſed are they who uſe their in- 
fluence, exert their talents, or employ their 
ſubſtance to repel this growing evil. To 
make light, and joy, and peace, ſpring up in 
the habitations of ignorance, wretchedneſs 
and ſorrow. Unſucceſsful they may be, 
but they ſhall not be unrewarded. They 
are fellow-workers together with him who 
is not will'ng that any ſhould periſh ; and 
in his ſervice their recompence is ſure ; for 
a cup of cold water given to a diſciple in 
the name of a diſciple. ſhall not loſe its re- 
ward. 

Would they, however, truly wiſh to ſuc- 
ceed, the very firſt thing they muſt do is 
to employ all their influence, both by pre- 
cept and example, to have the practice of 
family religion reſtored. Of all other things 
this will contribute moſt to bring back that 
family diſcipline which is ſo much wanted, 
and which is abſolutely neceſſary to remove 
| thoſe evils of which the public itſelf com- 
plains. 

But 
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But how is this to be effectuated? Why, 


to be plain with you, the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments will little avail without a revival of 
the ſentiments which Chriſtiani- 
ty inſpires. 

Unleſs you yourſelves have ſeen your lof 
ſtate by nature, you will never be mueh 
concerned that your children and fervants 
be. delivered from it. Unleſs you have 
deep apprehenſions of the evil and danger 
of ſin, you will not be anxious that they 


be preſerved from it. If the love of God is 


not ſhed abroad in your own hearts, you 
will be little careful that it occupy the hearts 
of ethers. If you feel not the obligations 
which you owe to the great Redeemer, how 
is it to be thought that you will firive to 
increaſe the number of his faithful ſubjects? 
And unleſs you are convinced of the abſo- 
lute need of the Spirit's influence to renew 
and ſanctify the heart, you will never im- 
plore thatinfluence to deſcend and ſtrengthen 
the principles of holineſs which you endea- 
vour to plant in the hearts of your chil- 
dren and ſervants. A deep concern for the 
revival of the genuine principles and ſenti- 
ments of the goſpel is therefore the ſureſt 
way to remove from among men that bane- 
ful character which our text exhibits, and is 
molt likely to take away its fatal and perni- 
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eious effects. Then the moſt delightful ſcenes 
would be preſented to our attention; we 


Nhould no longer behold the flothful and 


irreligious man, his neglected vineyard, or 
his ruined ſeed. Inſtead of this, we ſhould 
then ſee the family which negligence and ir- 
religion had rendered an abſolute wilderneſs, 
turned into a fruitful field, and the deſert 


made to rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe 
Amen. N | 


APPENDIX, 
A SUMMARY ACCOUNT 


The SOCIETY in SCOTLAND for promoting RELIGIOUS - 
KNOWLEDGE among the Po. 


12 alarming decline of Religion, and the rapid 
progreſs of immorality, particularly among the lower 
clafſes of men, ſome years ago ſuggeſted to a number 
rſons in this city, the idea of making an attempt 
to counteract this growing evil. Convinced that it 
was chiefly owing to the want of religious impreſſions 
on the minds of the people, and that this in a great 
meaſure aroſe from their groſs and deplorable ignorance, 
the primary aim was to furniſh them with ſuch 
means of inſtruction as were beſt fitted to bring them 
to a juſt acquaintance with the truths of Chriſtianity. 
For this purpoſe they formed themſelves into * A So- 
&* ciety for promoting Religious Knowledge among 
© the Poor;” and after much conſultation, adopted 
the plan which ſeemed moſt likely to accomplith that 
object. 

They ſet out with diſtributing a number of Bibles, 
Teſtaments, and Religious Treatiſes, calculated to 
convey to the uninformed a clear and practical Know- 
jedge of the doctrines and duties of the goſpel. To 
enforce theſe inſtructions, they afterwards proceeded, 
as their funds would permit, to inſtitute Catechetical 
Exerciſes, in which, every Lord's Day evening, all who 
ſhould chooſe to attend might have an oppotunity of 
rn the Truths of Religion . and WH 
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In the appoiutment of theſe the Society have pro- 
ceeded a conſiderable length, having already on their 
eftabliſhment no leſs than fifteen Catechiſts, to each of 
whom they pay a ſalary of five Pounds five Shillings 
Sterling annually. Theſe are attended by nearly a thou- 
fand perſons, young and old; and the reports which are 
occaſionally laid before the Society by the Catechiſts, 
give the moſt pleaſing and favourable accounts of the 
progreſs and improvement in Religious Knowledge of 


the young perſons under their care, In Edinburgh, 


two Catechetical Exerciſes, one in Engliſh, and one in 


Erſe, are carried on every. Lord's Day Evening, the 
firſt in Carrubber's Cloſe, the other in Blackfriar's 


Wynd; and are attended by numbers, with every 


mark of ſetiouſneſs and attention. Catechiſts have 
alſo been eftabliſked at North and South Leith, in the 
diſtricts of Canongate, Grbbet-Toll, Portſburgh, and 
Canoumills; and at Gilmerton, Loanhead, and Ne- 
ther Libberton, villages in the neighbourhood of this 
city. At Greenock, Perth, Wick in Caithneſs, and 
Kirkwall in Orkney, fimilar inſtitutions have been 
made; all of which promiſe to be highly uſeful, and 
meet with the countenance of the Miniſters and moſt 
reſpectable inhabitants of theſe places; and more are 
propoſed to be appointed as ſoon as the funds of the 
Society will permit. 

Theſe meaſures, even in the Kean extent to which 
tne Society have. been enabled to carry them, they 
have the ſatis faction ta think, have been attended with 
conſiderable ſucceſs. Beſides diſtributing as gifts, 
many. Catechiſms of different kinds, and Religious 
Treatiſes, as well as Bibles and Teftaments,, they 
have collected a {mail library of uſeſul and practical 
Religious Books, which are lent out to thoſe who ae 
diſpoſed to read them, but whofe circumſtances put it 
out of their power to purchaſe them. They have al- 
ſo reprinted a number of Religous Treatiſes, which 
they ſell nearly at prime coſt to thoſe who may be 
inclined to buy them, to diſtribute gratis. Every 


ſubſcriber 
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ſubſcriber is, by the Rules of the Society, entitled, in 
rotation, to a nomination of Books for private diſtri- 
bution, equal to three-fourths of his annual ſubſcrip- 
tion; and the Society do alſo, on proper application, 
give Books to be diſtributed by perſons in whom they 
can have conſidence as to the faithful and proper 
diſtribution. 

Upon the inſtitution of the Society, the Miniſters 
in this city and neighbourhood very readily gave it 
their countenance and ſupport; and a number of 
them, being applied to, cheerfully agreed to ſecond 
their intentions, by preaching Sermons adapted to 
the defign of the Society, once in every quarter of 
the year, in one of the churches of Edinburgh. The 
money collected upon theſe occaſions is applied for 
-the purpoſes of the Society ; and it was their requeſt 
that theſe Sermons ſhould be particularly directed 
againſt the prevailing vices of the times. Several 
have already been preached ; and Mr Somerville has 
obligingly permitted the preſent Diſcourſe to be pub- 
| liſhed for their benefit, 

The - Society acknowledge, with gratitude, the 
countenance and ſupport they have hitherto received 
from the Public, and which has enabled them to carry 
their deſigns ſo far into execution. The Society hav- 
ing, however, no fixed and permanent fund for de- 
fraying the expences of the inſtitution, except the an- 
nual ſubſcription of the Members, and the Collec- 
tions at the Quarterly Sermons, it is evident they 
mult conſtantly depend upon the aid of the humane 
and benevolent. They are unwilling to importune 
the Public; but leave it with them to judge of 
the propriety of ſupporting an inſtitution calculated 


to promote the preſent welfare and future happineſs 
their fellow- creatures. 
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John Dickſon, Eſq; Advocate. 


William Ker, Eſq; Secretary to the Poſt Office. 
Mr. John Tawſe, Writer. 


Mr. John Fairbairn, Bookſeller. 


Mr. Alexander Pitcairn, Inſurance Broker. 


Mr. Alexander Bruce, Upholſterer. 
Mr. Robert Wilſon, Teacher. 


Mr. Ebenezer Maſon, 


Mr. William Pattiſon, 5 Merchants in Edinburgh. 
Mr. David Thomſon b | 


It is requeſted of thoſe who intend to favour the 
Society with Donations or Legacies, that they wilt 
expreſs particularly, „The Society in Scotland for 
promoting Religious Knowledge among the Poor.” 


Donations 


CPI 


Donations are received by 


Meſſ. Mansfield, Ramſay and Company, Bankers. 
Meſſ. Bertram, Gardner and Company, Bankers. 
William Galloway, Eſq. Merchant. 

William Creech, Eſq. Bookſeller. 

Mr. Daniel Miller, Merchant, Canongate. 

Mr. Alexander Pitcairn, Inſurance Broker. 

Mr, John Moncrief, Apothecary. 

Mr. Horatius Cannan, Clerk to the Signet. 
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I Henry on the Pleafantneſs of a Re ligious Lile, bound, 


oY 


3 So I, 


LIST of BOOKS in the Soctety's Library, at Mr. 
David NIVEN'S, Baron Grant's Cloſe, Hdin- 
burgh, with the Prices at which they will be 


fold to any who mean to diſtribute them gratis. 


COMMON BIBLES, bovnd, - - L 0 
Teſtaments, with Pſalms, bound, - - O 
Aſſembly's thorter Catechiſms, per dozen, - 0 
Ditto with Scripture proofs, per dozen, - O 
Watt's Catechiſms, ſtitched, - O 
Janeway's Token for Children, ſtitched, 0 


Reynold's Compaſlionate Addrets to the Chriſtian 
World, ſtitched, 


Doderige on Family Religion, ſitched, - 
Riſe and Progrels of Religian, bound, - 


- on Communion with God, bound, - 
Gvthric's Saving Intereſt in Chriſt, bound, - 
Williſon's Afflicted Man's Companion, bound, 
— Mother's Cate chiſms, ſtitched » per "_ 
Earl on the Lord's Supper, bound, 
Sabbath-Breaker's Monitor, ſtitc hed, - - 
Baxter's Call to the unconverted, ſtitched, - 
ihe Religious 'Tradeſman, ſtitched, - - 
Ditto, bound, - 
Allein's Alarm, in Gaelic, bound, © 
The ſame in Engliſh, bound, - - 
Exerciſe againſt Iying, per dozen, 
The Great Evil of A in and Swearing, fer 
dozen, 
The great evil of the 50 of Sake, 
The Great Duty of Belicving on the Son of God, per 
dozen, - - Fa 
Three Diologues between a Miniſter and one of his 
Hearers, on the "True Principles of Religon, per 
dozen, - - - 
Poſton's Fourfold Sate, bound, FR 
Marſhall on Sanctification, ditto, - 
Vincent's Catechitms, ditto, - 
Mair's ditto, - — 
Brown's ditto, ſtitched, - . 
Oliphant's Sacramental ditto, — 8 
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RULES to be obſerved by the CATECHISTS employed by 
the SOCIETY in SCOTLAND for promoting RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE among the POOR. 


Imo, Each Catechiſt muſt meet, every Lord's Day, 
at ſuch an hour in the afternoon or evening, as ſhall 
be found moſt convenient for thoſe who are to attend 
upon him, (particularly the ignorant Poor and their 
children), and continue with them an hour and a half 
at leaſt, | 


2do, Every Meeting muſt be begun and ended with 
Prayer; and the Catechiſt muſt keep up the ſtricteſt 
order and regularity among all preſent. 


ztio, For the more convenient catechiſing of ſuch as 
attend, every Catechiſt ſhall take a liſt of thoſe who 
are to attend regularly, claſſing them according to 
their capacities and attainments in Religious Know- 
ledge. It is particularly required of him to do every 
thing in his power to procure a regular attendance ; 
as without that no good can be expected. Beſides the 
regular attenders, however, who chooſe to be examin- 
ed, every one elſe that pleaſes is to have full liberty 
to be preſent. | 


ato, The Society furniſh all their Catechiſts with a 
ſufficient number of Catechifms, Theſe the Cate- 
chiſt is to diſtribute to all who apply; taking care to 
adapt them ſeverally, to the capacities and advance- 
ment in knowledge, of the perſons who are to receive 
them, beginning with the more eaſy, ſuch as the 
Mother's Catechiſm, Watt's Firſt Set, &c.; and ad- 
vancing by degrees to the Aſſembly's Shorter and 
Proof Catechiſms, Sacramental Catechiſms, &c. ; and 

no 


(8) 


no Catechiſms are to be uſed in their Schools, but 
ſuch as they approve of. 


to, It is required that the Catechiſts ſhould queſ- 


tion their hearers reſpecting their attendance on pub- 


Tic worſhip through the day ; and particularly require 


them to repeat the Text, and give ſome account of 
the Sermons they have heard. 


6to, The object of ſuch inſtitutions being to in- 
ſtruct the hearers in the Knowledge of the principles 
of Religion, the Catechiſt is to direct his attention 
with zeal and ſteadineſs, to that end. For this pur- 
poſe, he is to examine his hearers, one by one, as 
many each evening as he can properly overtake, from 
the Scriptures, and ſuch Catechiſms as they may have 
had opportunities of learning ; taking care. as he goes 
along, to explain, as far as neceſſary, the Queſtions 
put, and Anſwers given. This explanation ſhould 
be made in as eaſy and fimple a manner as poſſible, 
ſuited to the meaneſt capacities, and calculated to 
open up the nature of the ſubje& contained in the 

neſtion, This method, as tending to be more ge- 
nerally uſeful, is recommended, rather than long or 
ſet diflertations from the Catechiſt himſelf, to which, 
children in nen, are ſeldom attentive. ; 


mo, To promote an acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures, being one great deſign of the Society in forming 
theſe Meetings, a part of every evening muſt be de- 
voted to that object: This is to be done by reading 
ſuch a portion of Scripture as time permits, examin- 
ing the hearers, as to their acquaintance with the 
moſt ſtriking facts recorded in the Bible, particularly 
the Goſpel Hiſtory, and ſuch doctrines of Chriſtianity . 
as are ſuited to their ſeveral capacities. 


8, It is particularly enjoined on every Catechiſt, 
that he ſhall ſtudy to make himſelf acquainted with 


the 


C3 


the character and diſpoſition of thoſe who attend him; 
and for that purpoſe, that he thall, where it can be 
done, meet with a ſele& number of them, on fome 
day through the week, to converſe with them fami- 
liarly and ſeriouſly on religious ſubjects. With 
this view, it will be proper, to the liſt of their names, 
to add the names of their parents; or, if they be ſer- 
vants, of their maſters, and their places of abode. 
This will enable the Catechiſt to call for them in caſe 
of ſickneſs, or unneceſſary abſence, and give him op- 
portunities of ſhewing the parents the great utility 
of ſuch inſtitutions, and of exhorting them to co-ope- 


rate with the Society, in promoting the religious 
education and beſt intereſts of their families, 


gno, The Society will, from time to time, furniſh 
the Catechiſts with Bibles, Teſtaments, and other 
proper and uſeful Religious Treatiſes, to be diſtribut- 
ed among thoſe under their care; and in fo doing, the 
Catechiſts will be attentive to beſtow them only, where 
there is a probability of their being diligently read. 
They may allo occationally diſtribute ſome of them as 
premiums, to ſuch of thoſe young perſons who attend 
them, as may have behaved with propriety, and made 
proficiency in Religious Knowledge. 


Iomo, At the concluſion of each Meeting, the chil- 
dren ſhall be exhorted to go ſtraight home, without 


Joitering or playing by the way, or doing any thing 
that may diſturb or give offence to ſober people. 


11 m Every Catechiſt muſt tramſmit to the Com- 
mittee quarterly, if ſituated in or near Edinburgh, 
and once a- year (unleſs called for oſtener by the So- 
ciety) if reſiding in the country, a particular report 
of his proceedings and ſucceſs, ſtating the number 
of thoſe who ulually attend him, their proficiency, 


and the proſpe&t he has of his labours being of ad- 
vantage among them. 


